a  d  v  n  e  s  s 


i 


AT  THE 


FESTIVAL  TO  THE  ORPHANS 


COLUMBIA  LODGE,  NO.  10,  I.  0.  0,  F„ 


ON  THE 


THIRD  OF  JANUARY,  1855. 


i 

BY  P.  G.  LYNDE  ELIOT. 


WASHINGTON : 

HENRY  POLKINIIORN,  PRINTER. 

1855. 


I 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2018  with  funding  from 

This  project  is  made  possible  by  a  grant  from  the  Institute  of  Museum  and  Library  Services  as  administered  by  the  Pennsylvania  Department  of  Education  through  the  Office  of  Commonwealth  Libraries 


f 


https://archive.org/details/addressatfestivaOOelio 


MINUTE  OF  PROCEEDINGS. 


At  the  meeting  of  Columbia  Lodge,  No.  10,  I.  O.  CL  F.,  held  on  the  tth 
bf  December,  1854,  P.  G.  J.  P,  Headley  moved  that  the  orphans  of  Colum- 
bia  Lodge,  together  with  their  guardians  and  protectors,  be  invited  to  partake 
of  a  collation  to  be  provided  in  the  Lodge  Room,  by  the  School  Committee* 
on  the  Thursday  evening  after  Christmas. 

On  the  14th  of  December  the  matter  was  further  considered,  pending  a 
motion  to  appropriate  thirty  dollars  to  carry  out  the  design  of  the  resolution. 

During  the  evening  P.  G.  M.  Anthony  Buchly  moved  the  adoption  of  a 
resolution,  authorizing  the  purchase  and  presentation  to  the  children  of 
books,  instead  of  the  proposed  collation. 

This  proposition  was  disussed  at  some  length,  when,  in  order  to  meet  the 
views  of  all  as  far  as  practicable,  P.  G.  Lynde  Eliot  moved  the  adoption  of 
the  following: 

Resolved,  That  thirty  dollars,  or  so  much  thereof  as  may  be  necessary,  be 
appropriated,  to  provide  suitable  refreshments,  and  such  books  as  may  be 
proper,  for  the  children  of  deceased  Odd-Fellows  who  may  be  present  on  the 
occasion. 

In  addition  to  the  amount  thus  appropriated  by  the  Lodge,  a  Contribution  of 
twenty  dollars  was  made,  by  individual  subscriptions  among  the  brethren. 

It  was  also  resolved  that  a  member  of  the  Order  be  appointed  to  deliver 
an  address  on  the  occasion. 

In  pursuance  of  this  resolution 5  the  N.  G.  appointed  P.  G.  Lynde  Eliot 
to  perform  that  duty,  and  the  time  fixed  for  the  Festival  was  Wednesday 
evening,  the  3d  of  January. 

The  evening  having  arrived,  a  large  number  of  the  brethren  of  Columbia 
Lodge,  with  their  wives  and  daughters,  the  orphans  of  their  deceased  breth¬ 
ren,  the  Grand  Master,  and  most  of  the  Past  Grand  Masters*  together  with 
a  few  brethren  of  other  Lodges,  met  in  the  Lodge  Room;  when,  after  a 
solemn  invocation  of  the  Divine  blessing,  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Butler,  of  the 
English  Lutheran  Church.  P.  G.  Eliot  delivered  the  following  Address. 


A  J)  D  R  ESS. 


uVohlc  Grand  and  Brethren  of  the 

Independent  Order  of  Odd-Fellows : 

You  have  assigned  to  me  the  duty  of  making  some  remarks  oh  this 
interesting  occasion ;  and  while  I  undertake  the  task  with  feelings  of 
regret  that  one  more  able  had  not  been  chosen,  it  is  undertaken  with 
a  degree  of  pleasure  also,  because  it  is  enjoined,  as  a  part  of  my 
duty,  that  I  shall  say  something  to  those  for  whom,  especially,  the 
occasion  has  been  set  apart. 

To  those  among  us  who  have  been  watching  the  progress  of  our 
Order  in  this  country,  from  the  early  dawnings  of  its  infancy  to  the 
present  time  ;  who  stood  by  it  in  its  youth,  when  pressed  down  by 
the  proud  hand  of  contumely,  and  humbled  in  poverty ;  who  saw 
that  there  was  much  of  good  in  it,  and  who  therefore  cherished  it, 
foreseeing  that  the  good  would ,  as  it  ever  must ,  triumph ;  who  are 
now  with  us,  in  its  young,  and  vigorous,  and  joj’ous,  and  prosperous 
manhood ;  to  all  these,  how  truly  delightful  must  be  such  occasions 
as  the  present. 

A  single  generation  has  but  just  passed  away,  since  a  little  band, 
consisting  of  five  individuals,  occupying  obscure  positions  in  the  City 
of  Baltimore,  with  few  of  the  gifts  of  fortune,  but  with  generous 
hearts  and  resolute  wills,  determined  that  they  would  raise  a  monu¬ 
ment,  the  foundations  of  which,  at  least,  they  knew  would  never  give 
way,  and  on  which  they  hoped  might  yet  stand  a  towering  shaft,  the 
beauty  of  which  would  be  the  admiration  of  all  beholders.*  They 
sought  to  raise  a  monument  to  social  enjoyaient,  and  to  what  ex¬ 
tent  they  succeeded  we  all  know.  That  small  foundation-stone, 
laid  in  the  City  of  Monuments,  but  little  more  than  a  quarter  of  a 
century  ago,  now  sustains  the  weight  of  many  a  splendid  structure, 


*  Washington  Lodge,  No.  1,  was  instituted  in  the  city  of  Baltimore,  on  the 
2Gth  day  of  April,  1819* 
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on  every  stone  of  which  are  deeply  chiseled  the  rtames  of  Thomas 
Wildey,  John  Welch,  John  Duncan,  Richard  Rushworth,  and 
John  Ciieathem,  the  founders  of  the  Order.  And,  humble  as  was 
its  origin,  the  moral  influence  and  power  for  good  which  surround  it, 
are  second  to  none  in  the  wide  extent  of  our  country — indeed,  now, 
so  far  as  the  beneficial  influences  of  Odd-Fellowship  are  concerned, 
we  can  most  truly  say,  in  the  language  of  a  favorite  poet — 

“  No  pent  up  Attica  contracts  our  powers, 

But  the  whole  mighty  Continent  is  ours.” 

Yes,  at  the  present  moment,  this  is  emphatically  true ;  notwithstanding 
the  birth  of  the  Order  was  so  humble,  and  although  its  early  lessons 
were  all  received  in  the  school  of  poverty  and  want — want,  not  of 
the  open  hand,  freely  extended  to  give,  whenever  and  wherever  a 
suffering  brother  could  be  found  :  even  to  share  wTith  him  the  hard 
earnings  and  scanty  pittance  of  daily  and  weekly  toil — but  want  of 
those  surroundings  that  at  once  give  prestige  and  eclat  to  an  under¬ 
taking.  Its  youth  has  been  passed  in  turmoil  and  care,  in  the  exer¬ 
cise  of  every  energy,  and  in  the  practice  of  every  principle  of  a  rigid 
economy.  Hence  have  been  derived  lessons  for  the  young  manhood 
of  our  institution,  such  as  cannot  fail  to  prove  useful  to  all  connected 
with  it,  and  especially  to  those  who  may  be  brought  within  the  holiest 
of  all  the  good  influences  of  Odd -Fellowship — I  mean  the  orphans 
of  our  members,  who  shall  partake  of  the  rich  blessings  flowing  from 
our  School  Fund. 

While  the  first  dawnings  of  Odd-Fellowship  upon  our  land  prom¬ 
ised  a  happy  social  union  of  its  members  once  in  each  week  :  while 
it  looked  to  the  assistance  of  those  who  might  need  help  in  the  time 
of  sickness  and  trouble ;  while  it  offered  to  the  widow  consolation 
and  aid  in  the  trying  hour  when  she  must  bid  adieu  to  the  joy  of  her 
maidenhood,  the  pride  of  all  her  riper  years,  her  only  earthly  sup¬ 
port,  the  husband  of  her  love ;  it  looked  not  beyond  his  last  resting 
place  to  her  children  ;  it  did  not  dry  their  tears  and  ease  their  throb¬ 
bing  breasts,  with  the  assurance  that  there  were  still  left  to  them 
protectors  in  the  Lodge ;  and  that,  though  he  who  had  left  them 
might  no  more  counsel  them  and  care  for  them  on  earth,  there  were 
those  still  left  here  with  them  who  would  do  for  them  a  father’s  and 
a  brother’s  part.  No,  when  the  father  was  laid  upon  the  cold  bosom 
of  his  mother  earth,  all  was  done  that  had  been  contemplated.  But 
few  years  passed  away,  however,  ere  the  same  generous  minds  that 
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stood  for  the  child  in  its  infancy,  baptizing  it  in  social  harmony  and 
good  fellowship,  were  led  to  sec  that  a  higher,  a  nobler,  and  more 
glorious  field  of  usefulness  might  be  opened  up  before  it.  Some  of 
the  fathers  of  the  Order  felt  that,  though  little  had  been  done  for 
them  when  children,  in  the  way  of  enlightening  and  storing  their 
minds  with  useful  knowledge,  their  obligations  to  their  children  were 
in  no  respect  diminished ;  but  a  sense  of  their  own  deficiencies  con¬ 
spired  to  excite  in  them  a  higher  feeling  of  responsibility.  In  the 
meantime,  other  men,  some  of  them  possessed  of  wealth  and  influ¬ 
ence,  had  been  received  into  fellowship  by  its  founders,  and  but  a 
few  years  elapsed  ere  the  ingenious  mechanic,  the  busy  trader,  the 
learned  professional  man — he  who  professed  to  teach  men  in  the  name 
of  Christ,  and  the  teachers  of  our  schools  and  academies  for  youth, 
might  all  be  seen  in  one  assembly,  uniting  in  a  common  note  of  praise 
of  an  Order  that,  under  Providence,  was  calculated  to  do  so  much 
good. 

At  this  juncture  it  was  that  parents  began  to  look  beyond  them¬ 
selves  :  and  to  devise  the  most  judicious  plan  by  which  to  provide  for 
the  education  of  such  of  their  children  as  might  be  left  in  want;  was 
the  work,  not  of  a  day,  nor  of  one  mind;  but  a  proposition  to  this 
effect  soon  claimed  the  undivided  attention  of  the  Lodges.  It  was 
carefully  considered,  and  was  sustained  in  the  most  cheerful,  ener¬ 
getic,  and  steadfast  manner  ;  and  from  a  few  cents  a  month,  contrib¬ 
uted  by  a  few  members  of  a  few  Lodges,  the  Odd-Fellows’  School 
Fund  has  swelled  into  a  large  sum,  the  investment  of  which  is  making 
glad  many  a  widow’s  heart,  and  fitting  for  extended  usefulness  many 
a  mind  that,  otherwise,  might  have  groped  in  the  darkness  of  ignor¬ 
ance,  and  sunk  into  the  grave  degraded  by  crime. 

I  have  not  the  documents  at  hand  from  which  to  give  the  correct 
dates,  and  therefore  simply  quote  from  my  own  recollections ;  but  I 
believe  it  was  only  in  1831,  (twelve  years  after  the  first  organization 
of  the  Order  in  this  country,)  that  the  basis  of  the  School  Fund  was 
laid  in  Baltimore  ;  and  I  well  remember,  only  a  year  or  two  afterwards, 
that  the  present  Corresponding  Secretary  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the 
United  States,  James  L.  Ridgely,  Esq.,  (then,  as  now,  occupying 
an  honorable  position  among  the  intelligent  members  of  the  bar  in 
that  city,)  took  high  ground,  and  exerted  the  influence  of  his  excel¬ 
lent  mind,  and  his  high  position  as  a  citizen  of  Maryland,  in  urging 
upon  the  Order,  in  every  place  where  it  had  gained  a  foothold,  the 
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incorporation  of  this  beautiful  feature  into  the  body  of  Odd-Fellow¬ 
ship.  Soon  after  this,  (in  the  year  1834,  if  my  recollections  are  not 
erroneous,)  the  Order  in  this  city  took  the  matter  into  consideration ; 
and  under  the  lead  of  our  most  worthy  Past  Grand  Master  John 
Mills,  the  education  of  the  orphan  became  a  part  of  the  regular 
work  of  Odd-Fellowship.  That  it  has  worked  well,  and  is  working 
well,  the  annual  reports  to  the  Grand  Lodge  clearly  show ;  and  that 
it  is  instrumental  in  making  glad  many  hearts,  this  little  social  rneet- 
\  mg  of  Columbia  Lodge  most  abundantly  proves. 

I  have  been  thus  minute,  perhaps  too  prolix,  in  noting  particulars 
in  the  history  of  Odd-Fellowship,  that  are  familiar  to  most  of  its 
members :  but  as  all  the  circumstances  that  I  have  detailed,  are 
closely  connected  with  those  which  have  called  together  this  assembly, 
my  motive  will  justify  the  course  I  have  taken.  Particularly  do  I 
wish  the  children  who  are  present  with  us  (and  any  other  persons  who 
may  not  know  the  facts)  to  be  informed  of  this  most  noble  trust,  that 
will  henceforth  be  bequeathed  for  the  benefit  of  the  orphans  of  Odd- 
Fellows  of  each  succeeding  generation.  I  wish  to  let  the  children 
of  this  day  know,  especially  those  of  this  Lodge,  who  are  partici¬ 
pating  in  the  blessings  of  the  Odd-Fellows’  School  Fund,  that  the 
design  of  this  noble  work  was  matured  no  longer  ago  than  when  their 
parents  were  yet  children,  like  themselves,  (and  while  Odd-Fellowship 
was  yet  in  its  infancy,)  by  those  who  truly  deserve  the  name  of  bene¬ 
factors  of  their  race ;  and  there  is  no  child  present  to  whom  this 
history  may  not  prove  profitable  as  well  as  interesting,  because  afford¬ 
ing  valuable  matter  for  sober  and  serious  meditation  at  some  future 
day,  when  tossed,  it  may  be,  on  the  stormy  ocean  of  life,  and  com¬ 
pelled  to  buffet  its  most  tempestuous  waves. 

Let  this  little  history  teach  }rou,  children,  the  great  value  of  small 
beginnings,  for  it  has  its  correspondence  in  many  things.  From  the 
simple  ABC  you  have  learned,  and  are  learning,  to  read  and  to 
write.  At  the  same  starting  point  the  wisest  and  most  learned  men 
that  live,  or  have  lived,  commenced  the  acquisition  of  knowledge. 
The  man  who  now  commands  thousands  of  dollars  commenced  his 
fortune  by  saving  his  pennies.  The  greatest  and  purest  men  and 
women  who  have  ever  lived,  became  such  by  carefully  striving  to 
overcome  those  little  and  selfish  feelings  and  principles  in  them  which 
were  calculated,  if  indulged  in,  to  make  others  unhappy;  and  we 
should  all  strive  to  live  for  others  rather  than  for  ourselves.  The 
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world  in  which  we  live,  great,  as  it  may  seem  when  compared  with  us, 
its  inhabitants,  is  but  a  huge  pile  of  atoms,  so  small  in  themselves 
that  you  cannot  sec  them  with  the  naked  eye,  but  must  explore  their 
surface  with  a  microscope.  Be  careful,  then,  to  “  despise  not  the 
day  of  small  things.”  Be  diligent  in  the  pursuit  of  all  knowledge 
that  may  make  you  better  and  increase  your  ability  to  do  good  5  be 
kind  and  affectionate  to  all,  but  especially  to  those  who  are  daily  and 
porhaps  hourly  with  you.  If  you  find  any  passion  arising  that  will  do 
harm  to  others,  forbid  it  again  to  rise — overcome  it  at  once  :  for  be 
assured  that  indulgence  in  that  which  will  inflict  injury  or  unhap¬ 
piness  upon  another,  will  injure  you  as  much — indeed,  may  prove 
your  unconquerable  enemy. 

In  another  point  of  view  you  may  bo  instructed  by  it,  for  the  sad 
lessons  of  life  ever  prove  most  truly  useful  to  us  all.  Let  each  one 
of  you  think  of  the  condition  of  a  poor  little  boy  or  girl,  without 
father  or  mother,  or  friends.  See  that  child  begging  for  bread  in 
the  streets,  and  without  clothes  to  keep  it  warm.  It  does  not  go  to 
school,  because  there  is  no  one  to  care  for  it.  This  child  may  grow 
up  to  be  a  wicked  and  desperate  man,  or  a  miserable  outcast  woman. 
All  the  innocence,  and  hope,  aud  love  so  natural  to  childhood,  may, 
even  in  youth,  become  smothered  by  the  chilling  frowns  and  withering 
neglect  of  the  selfish  and  indifferent  in  our  world  ;  and  the  same 
child,  thus  losing  all  loveliness,  and  becoming  almost  utterly  sinful 
and  degraded,  might  have  been  a  good,  and  happy,  and  useful  being, 
if  it  had  found  some  one  to  care  for  it  as  you  are  cared  for ;  some 
one  to  counsel  it  as  you  are  counselled ;  some  one  to  give  it  useful 
instruction  as  you  are  instructed.  I  am  sure  there  is  not  one  of  you 
whose  soul  is  not  moved  to  pity,  when  you  think  of  a  child  thus 
situated ;  and  there  are  many  thousand  such,  even  in  this,  our  happy 
country !  Many  thousands  without  father,  or  mother,  or  friends, 
who  roam  the  streets  in  idleness  and  misery  by  day :  some,  perhaps, 
to  sleep  upon  the  rich  man’s  ash-heap  at  night,  if  indeed  they  shall 
not  be  spending  the  night  in  crime  !  It  "was  to  prevent  such  misery 
to  the  children  of  Odd-Fellows  that  the  School  Fund  was  established. 
It  is  to  try  and  overcome  such  misery  in  our  world,  that  Odd-Fellow¬ 
ship,  and  other  similar  societies,  were  brought  into  existence  ;  for  it 
is,  and  has  ever  been,  our  aim  as  a  society,  to  establish  throughout 
our  country,  and  indeed,  throughout  the  world,  a  higher  degree  of 
social  feeling  than  that  which  now  exists  ;  a  feeling  not  of  mere  sel- 
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tishness  and  self-dependence,  but  a  feeling  of  brotherly  regard  for 
every  man,  whether  in  exalted  or  humble  station,  whether  he  be  of 
lofty  intellect  and  commanding  influence,  or  the  most  simple-minded 
and  retiring  man  in  the  community.  And  of  all  the  wretched  out¬ 
casts  from  society,  of  all  the  vile  and  sinful  creatures  who  render 
our  large  cities  plague-spots  upon  the  body  of  our  country,  how 
many  there  doubtless  are,  who,  if  they  had  enjoyed  the  kind  atten¬ 
tions  of  friends,  (even  though  the  All-Wise  may  have  taken  away 
their  parents,)  in  their  early  years,  might  not  have  lived  useful  and 
honored  members  of  society,  and  with  the  tears  of  hundreds  shed 
upon  their  graves  ;  who  have  yet  filled  a  life  of  wretchedness  and 
crime,  and  died  in  ignominy  and  disgrace.  Then  may  I  not  ask  what 
child  is  there  among  you  all,  who  should  not,  every  day  of  its  life, 
lift  up  its  head  in  thankfulness  to  Heaven,  because  our  Father  there 
has  u  cast  our  lot  in  pleasant  places ;  ”  because  we  can  “  sit  down  by 
the  clear  streams  and  cool  fountains;  ”  and  because  He  permits  us  to 
have  so  many  kind  friends,  and  to  enjoy  so  many  privileges ;  and  be¬ 
cause  such  friends  continually  surround  us,  whose  highest  pleasure 
it  will  be,  while  you,  or  any  of  us,  need  good  counsel  and  advice,  to 
offer  it,  freely  and  sincerely,  as  though  you  were  their  natural  chil¬ 
dren  and  we  their  natural  brothers. 

Yes,  boys  and  girls,  (each  of  you  who  has  received  any  benefit 
from  the  Odd-Fellows’  School  Fund,)  we  wish  you  always  to  remem¬ 
ber,  that  the  benefit  you  now  derive  from  that  fund,  or  that  which 
you  may  receive  hereafter,  was  secured  to  you  by  your  parent,  while 
laboring  with  us  on  earth ;  and  though  he  may  have  left  you  no 
wide-extended  acres,  nor  splendid  mansion,  nor  interest-bearing 
stocks,  the  heritage  that  he  has  left  for  you  in  the  hands  of  his 
brother  Odd-Fellows,  is  one  that  can  never  be  taken  from  you  ;  for 
the  fertile  fields  may  become  impoverished  and  valueless,  the  splen¬ 
did  mansion  may  become  a  mass  of  ruins,  public  securities  may  become 
utterly  worthless,  but  the  treasures  of  wisdom  and  learning,  laid  up 
by  an  intelligent  mind,  become  a  part  of  the  wrealth  of  the  universe, 
that  can  never,  never  pass  away ! 

That  merry,  laughing  boy,  who  seems  to  think  only  of  sport  and 
merriment  through  the  live-long  day ;  that  bright-eyed  little  girl, 
who  almost  shrinks  to  nothing  when  you  speak  to  her  ;  and  she,  the 
romping  one,  who  is  called  a  spoiled  child — each  of  you,  so  happy 
pow,  if  left  to  struggle  through  the  world  uncounselled  and  unaided, 


10 


might  end  your  earthly  course  in  crime,  closing  long  years  of  hardship 
and  of  suffering ;  but  now  the  hand  of  Friendship  is  stretched  out 
to  aid  you  in  your  toilsome  journey.  If  you  are  like  to  faint,  that 
hand  will  support  you ;  if  you  should  leave  the  path  of  duty,  and 
become  weak,  and  fall,  the  ever  gentle  voice  of  Love  will  call  you 
back  again  to  the  path  of  virtuous  duty,  and  offer  you  good  counsels  ; 
and,  participating  in  the  sacred  trust  set  apart  for  you  by  Odd-Fel¬ 
lows,  and  steadily  listening  to  the  voice  of  Truth,  each  one  of  you 
may  carve  a  name  upon  the  tablet  of  our  world’s  memory  that  shall 
never  be  forgotten  here  ;  and  laying  off  the  garments  of  mortality, 
you  may  each  become  a  minister  of  love  and  mercy  in  the  Eternal 
world ! 

Are  not  such  thoughts  as  these  enough  to  encourage  Odd-Fellows 
in  their  work  ?  Are  not  such  thoughts  sufficient  to  fortify  every 
child,  whose  father  was  an  Odd-Fellow,  in  the  determination  to  be 
pood  and  to  do  good  ;  to  be  a  happy  man  or  woman — to  minister  to  the 
happiness  of  our  fellow  mortals,  by  faithfully  performing  every  duty 
which  the  Lord,  in  his  Providence,  may  seem  to  assign  us.  Is  there 
a  boy  or  girl  present  who  does  not  feel  that  this  is  the  way  in  which 
he  or  she  would  like  to  live  ?  I  think  I  may  say,  there  is  not  one  I 
Then  let  me  assure  you  that  you  may  live  thus  ;  you  may  thus  close 
the  day  of  your  pilgrimage  on  earth.  The  course  is  plain,  the  way 
is  open.  It  is  true,  there  are  trials  to  be  endured,  there  are  difficul¬ 
ties  to  overcome,  there  arc  passions  to  be  subdued.  But  there  is  no 
victory  without  a  contest.  There  is  nothing  truly  valuable  that  we 
can  gain  without  labor  ;  and  the  hope  of  enjoyment  sweetens  even  the 
severest  toil.  Moreover,  is  not  such  a  prize  worth  all  the  efforts  we 
can  make  to  secure  it?  Assuredly  it  is.  Then  we  must  remember, 
too,  that  He  who  has  “  gone  to  prepare  a  place  for  us,”  and  who  has 
said  “  whoso  would  save  his  life,  let  him  take  up  his  cross  and  follow 
me  ;  ”  let  him  deny  himself  in  all  merely  selfish  enjoyments  ;  let  him 
live  for  his  neighbor  as  well  as  himself ;  let  him  “  deal  justly,  love 
mercy,  and  walk  humbly  before  God  ” — has  also  given  us  the  highest 
encouragement  that  we  could  ourselves  reasonably  ask  for — “  suffi¬ 
cient  to  the  hour  shall  thy  strength  be.” 

Then  children  I  would  say  to  you,  let  no  consideration,  whether  of 
earthly  gain,  or  honor,  or  fame,  ever  induce  you  to  deviate  from  that 
course,  both  in  Speaking  and  acting,  which  the  tender  conscience  of 
childhood  tells  you  is  the  right  one  :  for  that  gentle  monitor,  gi^eu 
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you  from  on  high*  will  never  lead  you  far  from  the  path  of  rectitude 
and  purity. 

Children,  a  committee  of  Columbia  Lodge,  acting  under  instruc¬ 
tions  from  their  brethren,  have  procured  for  you  a  number  of  pres¬ 
ents,  such  as  they  thought  most  suitable  for  you,  and  they  were  also 
instructed  to  invite  you  here  to  receive  those  presents.  The  season 
is  one  of  festivity  and  joy  ;  therefore,  to  make  your  visit  more  pleas¬ 
ant  and  agreeable,  the  committee  have  likewise  provided  various  little 
delicacies,  better  suited  for  the  palate  than  the  mind,  of  which  you 
are  also  invited  to  partake  ;  but  before  partaking  of  either,,  we  wish 
to  assure  you,  that  you  are  not  invited  here  to  have  impressed  upon 
you  any  feeling  whatever  of  dependence  upon  the  bounty  of  Odd- 
Fellows,  (for  the  bounty  that  you  receive  is  your  rightful  heritage,) 
but  you  are  invited  here,  in  order  that  we  might  more  fully  impress 
it  upon  your  minds,  that  all  the  orphan  children  of  Odd-Fellows  arc 
regarded  as  a  part  of  the  family  of  the  Lodge,  whom  we  are  bound 
to  protect  from  wrong  and  injury,  so  far  as  may  be  in  our  power,  and 
whom  we  will  not  fail  to  counsel  and  protect,  so  long  as  they  need 
our  counsel  and  protection.  We  wished  to  tell  you,  that  the  orphan 
of  an  Odd-Fellow,  appealing  to  the  Lodge  for  counsel  or  protection, 
cannot  appeal  in  vain. 

I  do  not  doubt  that  each  one  of  you  will  cherish  the  memory  of 
this  evening  during  many  an  hour  in  coming  years,  not  filled  up  with 
the  cares  of  thisworld ;  and  if  it  shall  please  Heaven  to  permit  any 
of  you,  many  years  hence,  to  conic  before  the  orphan  children  of 
your  once  beloved  friends  and  acquaintance,  I  trust  you  will  not 
only  be  able  to  tell  what  was  done  on  an  interesting  occasion  in 
your  early  years,  but  likewise  to  produce  the  memento  of  your  own 
grateful  remembrance,  which  was  presented  as  a  souvenir  of  affec¬ 
tionate  regard  to  the  orphan  child,  by  those  who  cheerfully  sought 
to  perform  on  earth,  for  a  brother  who  had  gone  before  them,  what  they 
hope  he  is  permitted  more  faithfully  to  do  in  the  land  of  spirits — to 
watch  ovet,  guide  and  guard  his  child,  sustaining  it  when  liable  to 
fall,  with  the  open  hand  of  Friendship  ;  counselling,  encouraging  and 
warning  it  in  Love  :  and  impressing  upon  it,  both  by  precept  and  ex¬ 
ample,  the  grandeur,  and  majesty,  and  glory  of  Truth. 


On  the  conclusion  of  the  address,  Grand  Master  Hepburn,  Fast  Grand 
Master  Charles  Calvert,  and  P.  G.  Eliot,  presented  to  each  of  the  orphans, 
in  the  name  of  Columbia  Lodge,  a  book  of  suitable  character  for  the  age  of 
each.  The  orphans  were  then  served  with  the  delicacies  which  had  been 
bountifully  provided  ;  and  after  them  the  rest  of  the  company  was  waited 
upon;  and  all  seemed  to  be  inspired  w  ith  a  single  sentiment — that  of  making 
the  occasion  one  of  unalloyed  happiness  and  enjoyment — almost  every  one 
expressing  regret  that  such  meetings  could  not  often  take  place. 

It  was  afterwards  unanimously  resolved,  that  a  copy  of  the  address  be  re¬ 
quested  for  publication;  and  a  committee  of  three,  consisting  of  P.  G.  Thos. 
K.  Gray,  P.  G.  John  W.  McElfresh,  and  Brother  Wm.  R.  McLean,  was  ap¬ 
pointed  to  carry  out  the  wishes  of  the  Lodge  in  relation  to  the  publication. 


